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President’s Notebook

I hope that everyone enjoyed their Thanksgiving break! It continues to bog-
gle my mind that the year is moving so fast and the Holidays have already
arrived! As the weather gets colder please remember to keep a hat and
gloves in your child’s bag; the teachers will still be taking them out to play
whenever possible!

Thanks to everyone who ordered Aver’s on November 7" Aver’s was able
to donate $295.00 to the school. Next for fundraisers will be Barnes and No-
bles! Save all of your Holiday shopping for Barnes and Nobles for Saturday,
December 15" Barnes and Nobles will donate a portion of the sales for
anyone who mentions Children’s Corner or brings in one of our fliers on the
15™. Be on the look out for these fliers in your student’s school bag. I will
also send an email out with the flier for you to pass along to friends and
neighbors.

CCCNS will be experiencing some personnel changes for the 2008/2009
school year. If you or anyone you know is interested in applying for a teach-
ing position for next year please contact me or Margie England.

I have recently sent out a survey over the email list and encourage all mem-
bers to take a few moments to fill it out. If you are not on this list but would
like to be, please email me and | will add you! If you would rather fill out
this survey by hand, there are copies available in an envelope on the bulletin
board. Completed surveys can be returned to the same envelope.

As always feel free to contact me should you have any questions, concerns or
ideas for the school. My home number is 323-8983 or you can reach me by
email at leslieakaiser@yahoo.com

Leslie Kaiser, President
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Holiday
Parties

Classroom Parties Family Party

To celebrate the holidays, each class will hold it’s Each year we invite Children’s Corner families to attend a
own party. The 3 and 5 day (both Mrs. England holiday gathering. This year’s party will be held on Fri-
and Miss Rachel) classes and the Little 2’s will day, December 21st from Noon to 12:45pm. All CCCNS

hold their parties on Wednesday, December 19th.  members and extended families are invited to attend the

The 2 day class party will be held on Thursday, festivities. We will all join together to eat and listen to the
December 20th. Look for the snack sign up sheet  children sing. The lunch is pitch-in style and following is
in your child’s classroom. (There is no gift ex- the agenda for what each family should bring:
change between the children.) Hallett: Fruit

Sparks: Veggies
England: Dessert
Makemson & Lobring: Finger Food (mini-
sandwiches, cheese & crackers, etc.)
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School Closing Information

CCCNS mirrors the MCCSC policies. Therefore, parents are urged to pay close attention to weather
reports and to the MCCSC closing or delay announcements.
Radio stations WFIU (103.7 FM), WBWB (96.7 FM) and WTTS (1370 AM)
provide up to date school closing/delay information.
Two hour delays by MCCSC will result in cancellation of MCCSC classes.
One hour delay by MCCSC will result in CCCNS classes starting at 10:00am.
Cancelled classes are not rescheduled nor are participators required to do a make up day.
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Mr_s . Engl and’ s

Our class spent the past few weeks creating
many beautiful Fall creations (sorry about all the dry
crumbling leaves in your child’s bag!) and talking about
things we are thankful for, as well as how people lived
long ago. (Wonderful quote from one of the children:
“You mean they didn’t have any Target or Kroger’s?”’)
Now we are moving on to explore different holiday
celebrations, with decorations, songs, and stories to help
us look at these traditions.

Thank you to all of you for being so flexible at
the end of October. The Halloween party and parade
was so special. And how terrific it was to share some
time with our siblings and alumni of CCCNS. Fortu-
nately, we don’t usually have two parties in the same
week.
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I wish you all a very wonderful safe Happy
Holldays and a blessed New Year!

ass Mr s . Spark’s Cl ass

I can’t believe the holidays are just around the corner! We will be getting
our room ready for the holiday party, decorating our tree, and making Rudolph’s
and other fun crafts! We will also be learning lots of new songs, along with the
traditional Christmas and Hanukah ones. Don’t be surprised if you hear “Jingle
Bells” or “When Santa Got Stuck in the Chimney” coming from the backseat of
your car on the way home from school!

Please check the sign up sheet for our class party on the left side of the
bulletin board as you enter the room. Our last day of class before Christmas break
is December 20th. The family party will be held on Friday, December 21st which
is always great fun! The children have made great strides in learning to share, es-
pecially at the train table! YAHOO!

Putting on coats can be a challenge with ten little ones so in the weeks
ahead we will be learning to do that ourselves. Of course we will always help!
Since we do go outside most days, please send hats or coats with hoods. It does
speed things along when we have only one coat per child to button or zip. Thanks!
We are so happy to welcome Sophia Childer’s to our class!

At this time of year, | especially reflect on what | am thankful for. I am so
blessed to work with such wonderful children, parents, and staff that make Chil-
dren’s corner such a special place! I hope everyone has a safe and very Happy
Holiday and New Year!

Mrs. England receiving one of the many rewards of
job...an unexpected group hug from the children!

Mr s . Makemson’ s

Our class was very busy preparing for Thanks-
giving. We spent the week making turkeys out of straw
hats, tracing our hands, and creating Indian beads to
wear to the feast. Thanks for all of the great donations!
We also got tickets to ride the train and read Tacky the
Penguin. We had fun painting with trains and building
the new track.

For ‘R’ week, we played in the rice table and
made instruments out of rice. The students sorted items
we could recycle and reuse. The really enjoyed playing
restaurant and taking orders from the customers. The
book Rainbow Fish helped us understand a little more
about sharing— we’ve been hard on that in our class-
room!

This week
we will be review-
ing the letters we
have learned and the
next two weeks we
will be preparing for
the holidays. We
love singing songs
and can’t wait for
the Family Holiday
Party where you will
be able to hear us
and sing along!
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Well, we’ve had an-
other fun and busy month. |
know I’ve said it before, but
yours are an extremely creative
and adventurous bunch of kids.
You wouldn’t believe the prob-
lem-solving that goes into creat-
ing a working draw-bridge, or
inventing a covered wagon out

irecycled materials. Keeping
“the activities open-ended really
lets them figure out solutions to
problems, and exercise their
creativity!

We’ve also been doing a lot of experimenting, both scientific and problem
-solving. Most of the times the experiments work, but sometimes they don’t, and
that is just as much a learning opportunity. All of that being said, here are some of
the things we’ve done: made a haunted house out of painted homemade “bricks”,
created lots of leaf art, built with bricks and mortar (blocks and shaving cream),
shaved soap and experimented with blending it in a blender with water (you should
see what that made!), used soap shaving and water to make soap sculptures, played
in the biggest pile of leaves I’ve ever seen, made leaf showers, had fun with melted
crayons, carved and weighed a pumpkin before and after...I could go on and on!

I’d love everyone to get the chance to see how the literacy is developing.
We are really cooking now! Be looking for books and sentence puzzles to come
home. Please return the books, but you may keep the sentences!

S . ass

Mrs. Hallett’'s Class
The Little 2’s had a wonderful November! We have spent much of our

time jumping over the moon like the cow in “Hey Diddle Diddle”. We also en-
joyed the Thanksgiving Feast in Mrs. England’s room. We all ate plenty of food.
Everyone is settling into our routine and is able to know what is going to happen
next. We are continuing to work on sharing and using our words to communicate
our needs. | want to thank Leslie for donating a farm and an airplane to our room.
Both have been a big hit! Next month we are going to spend our time running with
the gingerbread man, wearing brown for Brown day, and having our class and
school party before Winter break!




Teacher’s Corner

Here are some reminders and requests from the teachers:

1. When you are helping to set up or tear down the equip-
ment in the gym, at the request of the Church, please re-
member to open and close the curtain using the rope pul-
ley.

2. Please do not let our children use the cups at the drinking
fountain in the main floor hallway; they belong to the
Church and are not ours to use.

3. Since we will be using the gym more often and because
there are more children in our morning classes this year,
to help keep them all safe we will use the following dis-
mi ssal procedures: Mi s s
classes will dismiss from their classrooms at 11:45. Mrs.
Spar ks, Mi ss Lora, and
miss from the gym or playground at 11:45. Lunch Bunch
will begin promptly at pick up time.

4. We will still be going outside on sunny days, even if it is a
little cooler. Please make sure your child has a hat and
mittens (no gloves please!) and a heavy coat (if at all pos-
sibled rather than several layers that all need to be
Zipped up).

5. Thank you to those of you who donated 5 oz. cups,
Kleenex, soap, etc. The box will still be there if you want
to pick up an extra roll of paper towels or package of cups
to contribute!

December 2007
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Mr s .

Learn a little something ...

Kelley Pendergast, a Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist
and CCCNS parent, will again be
facilitating a parenting seminar for
members. The next session will be
held on Wednesday, December
12th, from 9:30am-10:30am in the
large meeting room. Look for
Hese sessiong thenfirst Vedngsgay
of each month!
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Parent’s Corner
Nothing to do this Winter break? Why not try one of the following ideas?

=

Glittery Snowballs: Blow up a small balloon. Have them dip yarn pieces into a mixture of glue and water. Then have
them put the yarn all over & around the balloon. Do this until the balloon is mostly covered. Finally, pour glitter over
the balloon and let dry. When it is dry you can pop the balloon and remove it.

Snowflakes: Make snowflakes by gluing various shapes of pasta or mini-pretzels to construction paper.

= =

Snowmen: Cut snowman shapes out of contact paper. Let them attach things to the sticky side such as: ivory snow,
marshmallows, pom-poms, scraps of paper, raisins, cereal, chocolate chips...the possibilities are endless! Hey, speak-
ing of marshmallows, use the large ones dipped in white paint and stamp on paper to make snowmen!

=

Tortilla Snowflakes: These are to eat! Using kitchen scissors, have the child cut out snowflakes just like t hey would
with paper. Fry slightly in oil and sprinkle with powdered sugar.
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Gingerbread Men: Create gingerbread men out of paper bags and decorate with construction paper shapes or paint.
Create them out of sandpaper cut into gingerbread man shapes and then scrape with a cinnamon stick to make it smell.
Decorate and voila!

Gingerbread House: Make an edible (and child sized) gingerbread house out of graham crackers, icing, and candies.

Ice Skating Rink: Make a skating rink in your living room by taping wax paper on shoes!

Snowball Fight: Before you sort and organize those white socks, why now first have a “snowball fight”?

Pin the Carrot on the Snowman: Just like it sounds...a spin on the told birthday party favorite!
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